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Higher Education and Information Technology: Possibilities

- Hybrid Learning and Flipped Classrooms

This is a form of blended learning. It involves students viewing video
lecture online, mostly at home, and then time in class is devoted to more
interactions and specific discussions pertaining to assignments and focusing
on problem solving. This technology, urges students to be more receptlve in
class and participate in a meaningful way.

Lessons on Demand

This technology is all set to turn individual electronic devices into virtual
classrooms anytime. Lessons are videotaped and published by
universities/colleges and are generally freely available to anyone with access
to internet. This technology gives the flexibility of time and place to the user.

E-Assessments and Online Exams

Online exams and e-assessments are becoming popular in tests based on
multiple-choice questions. Technologies that help assess essay type questions
are still evolving. E-assessments remain attractive to students today as they
give immediate feedback and provide unbiased, near perfect marking. This
form of assessment will be a boon in entrance exams, as the physical presence
of the exam taker would no longer be a prerequisite.

Interactive Boards and Visual Presenters

This is a technology invented for the teacher to successfully engage the
students effectively through visual treats. Long lectures could be replaced
using this technology with visual aids that lend freshness to learning.

Cloud Based Tools - _

Use of cloud based tools like Google apps, icloud, You Tube and the
likes could create a difference Notes, Books, discussion points can now be
stored onto Google drives or Google docs and be shared within a class.
Anyone can add or make points and the lecturer stays virtually connected to
students all the time. Icloud since not restricted to one device creates universal
access.

Tablets and Smart Phones

With advantage of easy portability, these devices are inevitable in using
cloud based tools. These devices can also be easily hooked on to projectors
and students can use them creatively to make presentations and assignments.




Social Networking

As conventional as we are in accepting that Social networking would help
education, we are also aware that several universities are on face book &
twitter. Lectures, deans and principals are taking to social media to form a
personal connect with the students. Social Networking could effectively be
converted for achieving educational goals

Digital Books

Digital Books have a huge potential as storing them and browsing
through them is so much easier. These digital books could replace the aura of
reading a physical book for the current generation. '

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs)

These courses can be taken anywhere and are mostly free. Learners can
take courses from universities of thejr choice. Some universities not only offer
lectures and videos but also allow for students to learn by grading each other.

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)

This idea where students are allowed to bring their own device to class
could be cost effective to colleges and universities. BYOD also involves
students connecting their device to the institution network. Simplicity and
flexibility offered by these devices make such technologies a success.




